Sometimes I learn something new in
html and have to redesign my site just
so [ can utilize what I learned! Web
design has become a hobby so I really
enjoy redesigning the site.

Imagine you could add one func-
tion. What would it be? Members
trade Beanies daily on the site; a good
system that tied their feedback to their
usernames on the forum would be very
useful for site users — as well as myself.
What motivates you? My love (addic-
tion) for Beanies, so being able to
express that online through another
hobby, Web design, works perfect for
nme. I never dreamed it would become
s0 active and bring so many new
friendships to my life.

Bean Watcher
BeanWatcher.com

Webmaster: The Bean Watcher,
Virginia

When did you
start your
site?
Around
August
2000, the
Webmaster
of the UK.-
based si
Beanie

‘onderland (later called Bean-¢
Wonderland), invited me to write arti-
cles for his Web site. A few months
before Bean-¢ Wonderland was sold,
the Webmaster encouraged me to host
my own site. I did so, around
January 2002.
When is your biggest news tzme’
Usudll\: around the end of a month

national audience. Interest in Ty’s
products is certainly universal!
How many times have you
redesigned the site? As a minimum,

I place a new background on the site
at the beginning of each month with
a theme related to an event during
the month — a holiday, special occa-
slon, etc.

What is your archive like? Time,
money and technological constraints
prevent me from maintaining one.
However, if any reader wants to read
about an article that I posted in the
past, he/she simply has to write to me
and ask for a copy of the article.

Do you have any plans to change
the site in the next year? 1 am uncer-
tain about the future of the Bean
Watcher site. There have been times
when maitaining the site has been dif-
ficult because of the demands of my
full-time job. However, as long as
updating the site is fun, I'll continue to
keep it running.

Does something inspire you to keep
updating the site? | update it because
of my love for the hobby, the opportu-
nity to interface with wonderful people
throughout the world and the knowl-
edge that I am making a difference in
the lives of others.

When did you
launch your
site? In
November
1998, When

SmartCollecting.com in May 1999.
How has it changed since? ‘
SmartCollecting.com was just about the
BBOC cards until the cards were :
retired at the end of 1999. [At that
point] I began to post information on
rare and limited Beanie Baby sales.
Gradually, information on other Ty
plush lines and additional features
were added. i
When do you start looking for news
every day? | usually begin looking for
news afier I get my four children off to
school in the morning.
How long do updates take? _
SmartCollecting.com is database driven
so it only takes minutes to keep the site
up-to-date on a daily basis.
How do you manage to get break-
ing news? Thousands of members
around the world submit news, ques-
tions and rumors. I also utilize Yahoo's
News Tracker service.
How do you cover news during the
day as it unfolds? 1 have a wireless
Internet connection in my home so |
check for news at any time.

: Recently, I purchased a PDA so I can

1 the news from anywhere in




